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Student Sues SMU After He was 

Suspended Over "Flirtatious" Joke 

Involving a Piece of Poultry 

November 30. 2020 Racht:I Snyder 

A student is suing SMU after the university suspended him this semester after what 
the lawsuit calls an "innocent joke" involving another student. The "joke" involved 

placing a "cleaned and filleted dove breast" outside a neighbor's door, according to 

the lawsuit. 

The lawsuit, filed in Dallas County district court Nov. 17, alleges 
the university overreacted to the incident and failed to meet its contractual 

obligations by failing to provide the student, identified in the lawsuit as John Doe, 

with a fair conduct hearing as outlined in the school's student handbook. 

The student, an 18-year-old freshman and his mother, who was identified in the court 

documents as Jane Doe, seek an injunction to stop the university from prohibiting 






